
 
 

 
 

METASYSTEMS 
PERFORMANCE & TRAINING INTENSIVE 

 
 
 
 
METASYSTEMS is a series of short performance works by James Batchelor and Collaborators for theatres and 
public spaces. Since it began in 2014, it has toured in Australia, Europe and Asia and continues to expand 
as it negotiates and adapts to new contexts. 
 
METASYSTEMS contemplates human interaction with the environment from the individual to the universal. 
It is an assemblage of raw building materials with the body, a rhythmic landscape of construction and 
movement. Documenting and translating the processes taking place at the construction site, METASYSTEMS 
is an observation of the changing urban landscape. It analyses the human encounter with the material 
world, the desire to shape it and the physical positioning of body and object. 
 
James will be spending a week with DRILL in Hobart to create a new mass-version of METASYSTEMS on 
sixteen dancers. Participants will work intensively with James, taking daily class, learning about the 
process and methods behind METASYSTEMS and creating the largest incarnation of the work yet to perform 
for the public. 
 
This intensive is aimed at young and pre-professional dancers, tertiary students and graduates. Participants 
will need to be at least 16 years old, have contemporary dance experience and be available for all 
rehearsals and performance times. 
 
 
DATES  Wed April 26th to Wed May 3rd 2017 (8 days) 

TIMES  Please see below 

VENUE  Ogilvie High School (228 New Town Road, New Town TAS 7008) 

COST  $150 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 

SCHEDULE 
 

Date	 Time	 		

Wed	April	26th	 6:00pm	-	9:00pm	 Rehearsal	

Thu	April	27th	 6:00pm	-	9:00pm	 Rehearsal	

Fri	April	28th	 9:00am	-	5:00pm	 Rehearsal	

Sat	April	29th	 9:00am	-	5:00pm	 Rehearsal	

Sun	April	30th	 9:00am	-	5:00pm	 Rehearsal	

Mon	May	1st	 6:00pm	-	9:00pm	 Rehearsal	

Tue	May	2nd	 6:00pm	-	9:00pm	 Rehearsal	

Wed	May	3rd	

12:00pm	-	1:30pm	 Warm	Up	

1:45pm	 PERFORMANCE	1	

6:00pm	 PERFORMANCE	2	

 
 

WHAT TO EXPECT 
 
 
The intensive consists of four evening and three full-day rehearsals, as well as the performance day. To 
participate in the intensive you need to be available for all times. 
 
Evening rehearsals will begin with a short warm-up and full-day rehearsals will begin with a contemporary 
technique class, all led by James. 
 
Rehearsals will take place both indoors in the dance studio and in the outdoor tennis courts with the 
bricks. 
 
This is a unique opportunity to spend time with and learn from one of Australia’s most exciting young 
choreographers. Throughout the intensive you will learn about and be exposed to James’ choreographic 
practice and in particular the history and methods behind METASYSTEMS, one of his most prolific works. 
You will also become part of the lineage of METASYSTEMS as one of the performers. 
 
You will need to ensure you have all suitable clothing with you, including loose and comfortable clothes for 
warm-up, class and dancing and clothes and shoes suitable for outdoors (ie warm clothes if it gets cold). 
These should also be clothes that you don’t mind getting scuffed or ripped accidentally. You should also 
consider things like sunscreen, sunglasses and a hat. 
 
A pair of protective gloves will be provided by DRILL. 
 
METASYSTEMS can be repetitive and physically demanding (yet very rewarding) and so participant’s need 
to ensure they have an appropriate level of strength and fitness, as well as look after their bodies during 
the intensive with proper rest, safe dance practice and good diet. The work includes the repetitive lifting 
and placing of bricks for the duration of the work.  



 

ABOUT DRILL 
 

 
DRILL works with both emerging professional artists and young local performers to create new and exciting 
works and is known for its high energy, visually spectacular contemporary dance projects. Under the 
artistic direction of Joshua Lowe, DRILL creates opportunities for young Tasmanians to interact with 
professional artists, grow as performers, and celebrate their love for dance.  
 
In 2015 DRILL presented two major works with the senior company, Radical Kid (recipient of the Tasmanian 
Theatre Awards for Best Production and Best Choreography) and All Your Worth (named as Best New Work 
in Dance Australia's Critics Survey). We also performed as a part of Dark MOFO and The Festival of Voices, 
ran two primary school programs, CONNECT4 and The Mountain Project, and formed our first every junior 
company for dancers aged 10 to 14. 2016 saw the presentation of our major season Trash This Place 
choreographed by Angela Barnard and another primary dance project led by Bec Jones. 
 
We aim to:  
 

• Work with both emerging professional artists and young local movers to create new and exciting 
dance works and be known for our high energy and ambitious projects.   

• Create opportunities for young Tasmanians to interact with professional artists, engage in a 
collaborative dance practice and gain holistic training as performing artists.   

• Create opportunities that are accessible to all young Tasmanians and to attempt to remove or 
overcome barriers that limit free engagement and involvement.   

• Use dance as a way of bringing a diverse group of young people together, strengthening ties within 
the community and engendering empathy, confidence, acceptance and strong work ethic.   

• Support local primary and secondary schools with their dance curriculum and engaging more of 
their students through enriched arts programs.   

• Activate alternative local spaces through the public presentation of work.  
 
More information can be found at www.drillperformance.com  
Check out our videos at www.vimeo.com/drillperformance    
 
 
 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 
 
If you require further information or have any inquiries about the intensive, please do not hesitate to 
contact DRILL Artistic Director, Joshua Lowe. 
 
 
Phone  0408 660 748 
Email  josh@drillperformance.com  


