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The Stance is a monumental dance and sound performance that investigates the choreography of bodies in 
protest. Inspired by recent protests led by young Australians, The Stance questions how and why we protest, 
what makes us go to the streets to march, and how can we make the voice of the youth heard? 
 
In this work the ensemble of dancers perform to a remarkable live score of music transmitted through wireless 
headsets, creating an intimate viewing experience for the audience. The Stance will occupy a large public 
space in central Hobart, and performed as a durational work across 2.5 hours. The Stance has been presented 
across Australia, Asia and Europe and won the Australian Dance Award for Outstanding Achievement in 
Independent Dance in 2017.  
 
‘This is a magnificent, special artwork. It expresses the drama of a public space in which for over a century 
many souls have taken a stance in the cause of freedom’ - Matt Foley. 
 
Participating dancers will work with choreographer Liesel Zink and The Stance performer Gabriel Comerford 
(Tasdance) across three intensives, and will remount the work through process-driven rehearsals. The 
intensives offer the opportunity to learn from internationally recognised dance artists and become part of 
the lineage of a nationally significant dance work. 
 
This project is aimed at young and pre-professional dancers, tertiary students and graduates. Participants 
will need to be at least 16 years old, have contemporary dance experience and be available for all rehearsals 
and performance times. Participants travelling from interstate may be able to negotiate a reduced 
commitment schedule. 
 
 

REHEARSAL DATES: Intensives take place between February 2nd and March 22nd, 2019 

PERFORMANCE: Saturday March 23rd, 2019 

VENUE: To Be Advised 

COST: $100 

 
 
 



SCHEDULE 
 

Date Time   

Sat Feb 2nd  10:00am - 5:00pm Intensive 1 

Sun Feb 3rd 10:00am - 5:00pm Intensive 1 

Mon Feb 4th 6:00pm - 9:00pm Intensive 1 

Tue Feb 5th 6:00pm - 9:00pm Intensive 1 

Wed Feb 6th 6:00pm - 9:00pm Intensive 1 

Sat Feb 9th 10:00am - 5:00pm Rehearsal 

Sat Feb 16th 10:00am - 5:00pm Rehearsal 

Sat Feb 23rd 10:00am - 5:00pm Intensive 2 

Sun Feb 24th 10:00am - 5:00pm Intensive 2 

Mon Feb 25th 6:00pm - 9:00pm Intensive 2 

Tue Feb 26th 6:00pm - 9:00pm Intensive 2 

Wed Feb 27th 6:00pm - 9:00pm Intensive 2 

Sat Mar 9th 10:00am - 5:00pm Rehearsal 

Wed Mar 20th 6:00pm - 9:00pm Intensive 3 

Thu Mar 21st 6:00pm - 9:00pm Intensive 3 

Fri Mar 22nd 10:00am - 5:00pm Intensive 3 

Sat Mar 23rd 9:00am - 1:00pm Performance Day 

 
 

WHAT TO EXPECT 
 
 
The Stance consists of a number of weekend and evening rehearsals. To participate in the project you need 
to be available for all times. Participants travelling from interstate may be able to negotiate a reduced 
schedule to make the project more achievable.  
 
Evening rehearsals will begin with a short warm-up and full-day rehearsals will begin with a contemporary 
technique class, led be either Liesel Zink or Gabriel Comerford. 
 
Rehearsals will take place both indoors in the dance studio and in the outdoor performance site. 
 
This is a unique opportunity to spend time with and learn from one of Australia’s most exciting 
choreographers. Throughout the intensive you will learn about and be exposed to Liesel’s choreographic 



practice and in particular the history and methods behind The Stance, one of her most prolific works. You 
will also become part of the lineage of The Stance as one of the performers. 
 
You will need to ensure you have all suitable clothing with you, including loose and comfortable clothes for 
warm-up, class and dancing and clothes and shoes suitable for outdoors (ie warm clothes if it gets cold). 
These should also be clothes that you don’t mind getting scuffed or ripped accidentally. You should also 
consider things like sunscreen, sunglasses and a hat. 
 
 

ABOUT DRILL 
 

 
DRILL is Hobart’s only youth dance company specialising in contemporary work, founded in 2007 by Artistic 
Director, Joshua Lowe. It is the primary driver of the provision of contemporary dance engagement 
opportunities in Hobart for young people. Each DRILL project brings together a diverse group of movers who 
collaborate with professional artists, to develop and perform challenging, ambitious, high-energy works.  
 
The company’s projects are site-specific, activate alternative local spaces and challenge audience’s 
preconceptions about the parameters of dance. DRILL creates signature works that push the physical and 
creative limits of the performers, are socially relevant and are of the highest possible calibre and artistic 
integrity.  
 
We aim to:  
 

• Work with both emerging professional artists and young local movers to create new and exciting 
dance works and be known for our high energy and ambitious projects.   

• Create opportunities for young Tasmanians to interact with professional artists, engage in a 
collaborative dance practice and gain holistic training as performing artists.   

• Create opportunities that are accessible to all young Tasmanians and to attempt to remove or 
overcome barriers that limit free engagement and involvement.   

• Use dance as a way of bringing a diverse group of young people together, strengthening ties within 
the community and engendering empathy, confidence, acceptance and strong work ethic.   

• Support local primary and secondary schools with their dance curriculum and engaging more of their 
students through enriched arts programs.   

• Activate alternative local spaces through the public presentation of work.  
 
More information can be found at www.drillperformance.com  
Check out our videos at www.vimeo.com/drillperformance    
 
 
 

CONTACT DETAILS 
 
 
If you require further information or have any inquiries about the intensive, please do not hesitate to 
contact DRILL Artistic Director, Joshua Lowe. 
 
 
Phone  0408 660 748 
Email  josh@drillperformance.com  
 
 
 
 

The Stance was first created with the support of Metro Arts. This project has also been assisted by the Australian 
Government through the Australia Council for the Arts, its arts funding and advisory body. DRILL is assisted through Arts 

Tasmania by the Minister for the Arts and supported by the Hobart City Council. 


